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hundred tunnes, but had as little money to lade himself as we,
and therefore refused no consort. So the generall was contented
to give him J of what should be taken, and hee rested therewith
contented. The generall having taken his leave of the king and
presented two of the chiefe merchants unto him, M [aster]
Starkie and M [aster] Styles, the king graciously tooke them into
his protection and safeguard; for these merchants, with some
others, were left behind (as I said before) for the providing of
such pepper as was there to be had, against the returne of the
ships from the sea. The ships being ready, we set sayle the
eleventh of September toward the Straights of Malacca.
Now let me tell you how the king dealt with the embassadour
of Portugall after our departure; which every day urged his
dispatch to be gone, but still, upon one occasion or other, his
passage was deferred. At last, foure and twentie daies after our
departure, the king said unto him: I marvaile you are so hasty to
be gone, seeing the English embassadour is abroad at sea with
his shipping: if he meete you, he will be able to wrong you and
doe you violence. I care little for him, said the embassadour, for
my friget is so nimble with saile and oares that, if I have but her
length from him, I will escape all his force. Well, said the king,
I am the more willing you should depart, because I see you rest
assured of your owne safety. And so he had his dispatch to be
gone. This service came well to passe for us; for if he had gone
away in time, such advice would have beene given from
Malacca by frigots into the Straights that all shippes would
have had warning of us; but by this meanes we lay within five
and twentie leagues of Malacca itselfe and were never descryed,
whereby to be prevented.
The third day of October, we being in the Straights of Malacca,
laying off and on, the Hector espyed a sayle; and calling to the
rest of the shippes, we all discried her. And being toward night,
a present direction was given that we should all spread ourselves
a mile and a halfe one from another, that she might not passe us
in the night. The shippe fell with the Hector, that first espied
her; and presently she called unto her, and shot off two or three
peeces of ordnance; so that the rest of the shippes had intelli-
gence and drew all about her, and began to attempt her with their